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Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi to host the French Embassy in the UAE 
 

• His Highness Sheikh Suroor Bin Mohammed Al Nahyan and French Ambassador in the 
U.A.E., His Excellency Alain Azouaou, sign lease agreement for two floors in the 
commercial tower of Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi 

• Embassy to function from Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi in 2012 
 
Abu Dhabi; UAE: January 10, 2012: His Highness Sheikh Suroor bin Mohammed Al Nahyan signed an 
agreement with His Excellency Alain Azouaou, the French Ambassador in the UAE, marking a high 
profile tenant for Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi. The French Embassy will function from the dedicated office 
tower of the newest and most prestigious integrated lifestyle development in the capital city. 
 
Developed by Sheikh Suroor Projects Department (SSPD), Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi was launched at a 
glittering ceremony on December 1, and is today, one of the most sought after developments in the city. 
With the new office move, all Embassy services will be integrated including business services that are 
currently being conducted from the Hamdan Street office.  
 
His Highness Sheikh Suroor said: “The agreement with the French Embassy underlines the premier 
position of Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi, as the first choice for business entities and organisations in the 
capital city. This luxury development is a symbol of the world class work and living environment that 
Abu Dhabi has to offer, and we are confident that these new premises will contribute to further 
strengthening the UAE-French relations, nurtured over the past 40 years.” 
 
The French Ambassador said: “Ever since the establishment of formal diplomatic relations between the 
UAE and France 40 years ago, our relations have grown considerably. We look forward to strengthening 
these relations with the UAE nationals and residents as well as the French community, by providing them 
a convenient and central location. The choice of these state-of-the-art offices illustrates our desire to offer 
excellent working conditions to the embassy’s employees and a welcoming environment to meet visitors.” 
 
The French Embassy, with over 80 staff members – the number doubling in the past decade - offers 
Diplomatic Chancellery, consular services, cultural, economic, military, management, cooperation with 
police, and relations with the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). The French community 
in the UAE has also grown over the years, with more than 16,000 French residents, some 5,000 of them in 
Abu Dhabi.  
 
The French Ambassador said that by choosing a prestigious building, close to the Ministry of External 
Affairs, France is highlighting its privileged relations with the UAE. “This demonstrates that throughout 
the year, we will serve as a strategic partner through our diversity in cooperation – business, commercial, 
financial, military, defence, cultural and educational, among others. The choice of Etihad Towers, Abu 
Dhabi, marks our commitment to the relations with the UAE for the years to come.” 
 
The new embassy will span over 2,000 square metres on levels 27 and 28 of Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi.  
 
‘Working at Etihad Towers’ provides more than 45,000 sq metres of leasable space over 52 floors. 
Several high profile regional and international companies and organisations have already partnered with 
Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi with the leasing progressing well. These new tenants are currently undertaking 
their interior design, and fitting out works.  



 
 
Mr. Sami Al Khuwaiter, Project Director at SSPD, said: “We are thankful to the French Embassy for 
opening their office premises in Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi. The luxury development offers the 
opportunity to be part of a vibrant lifestyle development with luxury homes, high-end retail, a five-star 
hotel – Jumeirah at Etihad Towers, and many leisure amenities in close proximity.” 
 
With an emphasis on environmental sustainability, ergonomics and the highest specification, the offices 
can be laid out in a highly flexible manner that best suits the tenant's business. Facilities include on-site 
underground car parking, professionally managed reception areas, high speed elevators, concierge 
services and 24/7 security.  
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(R-L) His Highness Sheikh Suroor Bin Mohammed Al Nahyan and His Excellency the French 
Ambassador Alain Azouaou sign the agreement to lease two floors of Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi.  
 
Note to Editors 

 

About Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi: 

With five stunning towers that sparkle iridescently, Etihad Towers is a reflection of everything that Abu Dhabi is 
and will be - modern, sophisticated and luxurious. Developed by Sheikh Suroor Projects Department (SSPD), Etihad 
Towers is an impressive sculptural feat designed by Australian architects DBI Design.  

Changing the Abu Dhabi skyline forever, the towers offer the most amazing vantage points - with sweeping 
panoramic views over the vibrant city and Arabian Gulf. Set in the most desirable and exclusive beachside Al Ras 
Al Akhdar district of Abu Dhabi and located near the world-renowned Corniche, Etihad Towers is designed, inside 
and out, to give the people who live, work and stay the most memorable and enriching of experiences. 

Etihad Towers offers you a wide selection of services, amenities and luxuries, including a total of five unique towers 
that range from 54 to 75 floors, reaching over 300 meters high and covering over half a million square meters.  

Three spectacular residential towers offer a total of 884 apartments and penthouses, ranging from one to five 
bedrooms. Jumeirah at Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi features 382 elegant hotel rooms and suites, 199 luxurious 
serviced apartments, and an amazing array of beauty, fashion and relaxation amenities including the Talise Spa. 

The prestigious office tower has state of the art systems, infrastructure and proficiently managed facilities. Shopping 
at Etihad Towers opens doors to an exclusive selection of designer boutiques offering luxury fashion, jewelry, 
timepieces, accessories and more. 

There are four levels of underground car parking, with valet parking and a capacity for approximately 3,000 cars. 
Etihad Towers has its own private beach, one of Abu Dhabi’s largest and most contemporary convention centers and 
a grand ballroom catering for guests of up to 2,000.  

For more information, please contact: 
Kelly Home / Linda AbdulHay 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller 
+9714 4507600 
k.home@asdaa.com; l.abdulhay@asdaa.com 
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